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took most delight in life were, first, the melons of Balkh and Herat and
secondly, a good horse.1 In the matter of attire, his tastes were simple
but he developed a love of jewels which he was able fully to satisfy aftei
he had despoiled India.2
Nadir showed at times that he had a sense of humour, though it was
apt to be of rather a macabre order. 'Abdu'l-Karim Kashmiri relates3
that Tahmasp Khan Jalayir, who was short, stout and very swarthy,
was once knocked over and very nearly killed by a wild boar. When
Nadir heard of this incident, he laughed very heartily and remarked :
" Little Brother was playful with Big Brother, nay rather, he was rude
to him ! " It is related that when Nadir was at Delhi, he was told that
the Indian I'timadu'd-Daula, Qamaru'd-Din Khan, had no less than
850 women in his harem ; he thereupon gave orders for another 150
women to be given to the Minister in order that he might qualify for the
military rank of mim-bashi or chiliarch.4
When speaking, Nadir preferred to use Turki (Chaghatai or Eastern
Turkish), but he must have been thoroughly conversant with the Persian
language as well ; it does not appear to be on record whether he had
any knowledge of Arabic : as he had no bent for theology or literature,
it is unlikely that he knew that language well.
Nadir's Health.
During his youth and middle age Nadir enjoyed excellent health,
but from his fiftieth year (or possibly a little earlier) he had recurrent
physical troubles which had a most unfortunate effect upon his tempera-
ment and behaviour. 'Abdu'l-Karim related that he had, before his
invasion of India, contracted a dropsical complaint which was accompanied
at times by severe melancholia and splenetic outbursts of rage.6 This
disease may have been occasioned or, at any rate, aggravated by the fact
that he had lost all his molar teeth ; further, he may have contracted
malaria during his campaigns in Mazandaran and his march through
Sistan. Lastly, the hardships which he had undergone during his many
campaigns must have had some deleterious effect upon his constitution,
robust though that had been at the outset.
As Nadir could get no relief from the ignorant and incompetent Persian
physicians, he engaged, when he was at Delhi, the very capable Indian
1 T.N., p. 215 (see p. 161 above).
1 As-Siiwaidi gives a detailed description of the jewels which Nadir was wearing when he received
him at Najaf (see Iz istorii, etc., p. 89) ; see also von Hammer, Vol. XV, p. 117, and Hanway,
Vol. IV, p. 268.
1 Malcolm, Vol. II, pp. 85 and 86.
• Bayan, fol. 66 (b) ; the text is very corrupt, as the following words bi-marafci-maraq va istifsar
should read U mara$-i-maraqq va istiqsa in order to make sense.
» Bay 'an, foil. 39 (b) and 40 (a).
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